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DENTAL IMPLANTS AND METHODS FOR 
EXTENDING SERVICE LIFE 

This is a continuation in part of Ser. No. 08/380,850, filed 
Jan, 30, 1995, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,580,246. .5 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ' 

This invention relates generally to a dental prosthesis and 
more particularly to a dental prosthesis that is attached to an 
implant in the bone of a person's jaw. '^^ 

It is now conuDon when it is desired or necessary to 
replace a missing tooth or teeth, that the gum is opened and 
an implant is imbedded in the bone structure beneath the 
gum. The implant is held initially by friction in a socket j5 
formed in the bone or the implant may be threaded into the 
bone. The gum is then closed over the implant and heals. 
When a proper material is used for the implant, the bone and 
implant grow together by a process known as osseointegra- 
tion so that after several months the implant becomes a 20 
permanent part of the bone structure in the mouth. Titanium 
has been an effective implant material. 

Many firms manufacture complete systems of dental 
implants and prosthetic components for subsequent attach- 
ment to the implants. In a typical construction, the implant 25 
has an axially threaded hole at its top, that is, the proximal 
end, near the gum surface. After the implant has integrated 
with the bone, the gum of the implant is opened to expose 
the tapped hole. Then an abutment is attached to the tapped 
hole of the implant and extends to a level above the gum or 30 
substantially to the gum surface. The protruding free end of 
the abutment is constructed for attachment of a prosthesis. 
For preventing rotation of the prosthesis, the protruding end 
of the abutment requires a non-round shape and a hexagonal 
protrusion has been widely used. The abutment also includes 35 
a central threaded hole concentric with the threaded hole of 
the implant and extending inward toward the jaw bone. 

A false tooth or crown is provided with a hole 
therethrough, known in the art as a chimney, and a non- 
round recess in its base corresponds in shape to the protrud- 40 
ing non-round cross section of the abutment. Thereby, the 
crown can be connected to the abutment and relative rotation 
between them is prevented so long as critical contours of the 
abutment and the recess in the crown are maintained. 

To prevent the crown from lifting axially from the 
abutment, a final screw, sometimes known in the dental 
profession as a "gold screw", is passed into the chimney 
opening and engages the tapped hole in the implant by way 
of the abutment so as to hold the crown axially to the 
abutment and to the implant. Thus, the crown cannot rotate 
about the abutment or implant because it is mated with the 
special contours on the exposed end of the abutment. The 
abutment is similarly mated to the proximal or outer end of 
the implant. The crown cannot pull away from the abutment 
when the gold screw has been tightened into place. 

Finally, the chimney above the gold screw is filled with a 
composite material that hardens and is shaped as part of the 
crown to look like a natural tooth. 

There are many variations in construction. 
In many instances, the crown is attached directly to a 
non-round protrusion of the implant and is held directly to 
the implant by a gold screw without use of an intermediate 
abutment. 

The implant is intended to be a permanent fixture in the 65 
jaw bone. The abutment and crown may be replaced if 
necessary due to damage or poor fit by gaining access to the 
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screw head by way of the chimney, and backing off the 
screw so that the crown and abutment, if used, can be 
separated from the implant. Thus, repairs may be made of an 
abutment and crown with relative convenience. 

5 Whereas dental implantations go back lo the days of the 
Pharaohs in Egypt, use of titanium metal implants that 
integrate with the bone itself, is a recent development over 
the last 25 to 30 years. Data so far available on the service 
life of such implants, indicate that most implants can be 

jQ expected to have a long service life without complications of 
the implant itseE However, in a significant percentage of 
implants, a problem arises because titanium is a relatively 
soft metal. An unacceptable degree of looseness often devel- 
ops between the implant and the adjacent abutment or crown 

25 whereby there is relative rotation between the implant and 
the attached elements. This rotational latitude occurs when 
tlie contours of the protrusion at the proximal end of the 
implant become worn as a result of lateral forces applied on 
the protrusion. Such forces are transmitted from the crown 

2Q as the crown interacts with adjacent teeth, and perhaps 
bones, during the course of chewing, biting and nervous 
grinding (bruxism). Tremendous rotational forces are known 
to act on the crown. Once there is some degree of freedom 
for rotation of the crown relative to the implant, the non- 
25 rounded contours of the implant protrusion tend more and 
more toward roimdness, and permit more and more rotation. 
In time, the connection between the implant and the abut- 
ment and crown connected thereto does not prevent rotation 
and is unacceptable. 

30 In these types of failure, for example, where the original 
protrusion on the implant was hexagonal in shape, it has 
been found that the comers of the hexagonal shape have 
been rounded to such a degree that it is not possible to attach 
a new crown or abutment and prevent rotation relative to the 

35 implant. 

As stated, this type of rounding on the implant protrusion 
occurs during normal use of the prosthesis in biting and 
chewing. Also, the contours of the implant protrusion may 
become distorted, especially unfavorably rounded or 

40 stripped, during the process of threading the implant into the 
jaw bone. This occurs because the implant protrusion is the 
means by which the driving tool engages the implant. 
Therefore, when hard bone is encoimtered, it is possible that 
an implant may be damaged beyond usefulness by an ill 

45 fitting socket type wrench that engages the outer surfaces of 
the protrusion and is used to drive-in the implant. 

This situation, though costly, is not catastrophic when 
initially inserting an implant in that the damaged implant 
may be removed and a new one may be inserted. 

50 Unfortunately, after the implant has been joined to the jaw 
bone by osseointegration, and after years of this condition, 
it is extremely difficult, costly, and the cause of considerable 
suffering to the patient, lo attempt to remove a damaged 
implant and replace it with another. 

55 What are needed are a method to rehabilitate in the mouth 
a damaged implant that no longer holds the crown effec- 
tively against rotation, and an improved implant that better 
resists rotation of an attached abutment and/or crown and 
thus has an extended service life. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to provide a 
method for rehabilitating the proximal end of an implant so 
as to prevent relative rotation of abutment or crown elements 
65 after the initial attachment means has failed. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an improved 
dental implant that reduces the hazards of damage to the 
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implartr atlachment protrusion during instaDation and of 
damage due to crown rotation during normal usage over the 
life of the prosthesis. 

Yet another object of the invention is. lo reduce the 
occasions when an implant that has osseointegrated with the 5 
jaw bone needs removal in its entirety. 

In a method to rehabilitate or repair an implant having a 
damped proximal protrusion, such that there is unaccept- 
able rotation between the implant and an attached abutment 
and/or crown, a jig is slipped over the remaining implant 
protrusion after removal of the crown and abutment. Guided 
by the jig, a burr forms radial slots, or other indentations, in 
the outer surface of the implant adjacent to the protrusion. 
The slots or other indentations may ex-lend into the implant 
protrusion. A new abutment (and/or crown) is prepared by 
techniques that are a modification of casting techniques well 
known in the dental arts. The bottom surface of the pros- 
thetic device that engages the implant precisely engages the 
newly-added radial slots or indentations on the implant such 
that when the final screw is tightened into place, rotation 
between the implant and the attachments is prevented. 

Modified analog implants, copings, and abutments facili- 
tate the method. 

Further, an improved implant in accordance with the 
invention has a proximal protrusion that is generally square 
in cross section and further includes radial slots for use in 
threading the implant into the jaw bone. Thereby, no forces 
need be applied directly to the protrusion's external surfaces 
when inserting the implant for subsequent osseo integration, 
In this way, the surfaces of the protrusion that are used to 
maintain the abutment and/or crown against rotation relative 
to the implant are not subject to inadvertent damage during 
installation of the implant in the jaw bone. Further, the 
rotation resisting surfaces of the squared protrusion are 
broad and generally continuous and adjacent surfaces meet 
at 90* angles, or less. Forces tending to rotate the crown 
have little effect on the holding power of the proximal 
protrusion even should the edges of the protrusion be 
removed or become rounded. 

In accordance with the invention, radial slots may be 
formed into the protrusion itself or extend radially from the 
base of the protrusion. Slots may be provided in different 
radial directions. 

Further, the slots may be omitted whereby the implant, if 45 
threaded into the jaw bone, is driven by a tool applied to the 
protrusion. Many cross sections are available for the pro- 
trusion to provide a non-round shape. These cross sections 
include regular and nonregular convex and nonconvex 
polygons, rounded shapes, and fluted surfaces. 50 

The invention accordingly comprises the several steps in 
the relation of one or more of such steps with respect to each 
of the others to effect rehabilitation of an implant, and the 
apparatus embodying features of construction, combinations 
of elements and arrangement of pans which are adapted to 55 
effect extended semce life for such implants, all as exem- 
plified in the following detailed disclosure, and the scope of 
the invention will be indicated in the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference is 

had to the following description talten in connection with the 

accompanying drawings, in which; 
FIG. 1 is a front elcvational view, in section, of an implant 

of the prior art; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded view, in perspective, of the dental 

implant construction of FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 3 is a top view of the implant of the prior art; 

FIGS. 4fl, b are top and bottom views, respectively, of a 
repaired implant and modified crown, in accordance with the 
invention; 

^ FIGS. 5fl, b are respectively an elevational view, in 
section, and a bottom view of a notching jig in accordance 
with the invention; 

FIGS, 6a, b are front and top views respectively of an 
abutment in accordance with the invention; 

FIG, 7 is a perspective view of a modified implant analog; 

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of methods in accordance with 
the invention to produce a repaired dental prosthesis; 

FIG. 9 is a top view of an alternative embodiment of an 
15 implant in accordance with the invention; 

FIG 10a and 106 are a lop and side elevation, in section, 
of another implant of the invention; 

FIGS. 11-14 are additional embodiments, in top view, of 
implants of the invention; 

FIG. 15 presents top views of alternative bosses in accor- 
dance with the invention; 

FIGS. 16-18 are further alternative embodiments, in top 
view, of implants in accordance with the invention; and 
25 FIGS. 19a-19m are further alternative embodiments, in 
top view, of implants in accordance with the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

^° The present invention is concerned with the problem of 
rotation of a crown, or an abutment and crown, relative to a 
dental implant to which the abutment and crown are 
attached. In many applications, the abutment is omitted and 
a crown attaches directly to the implant. In every instance, 
the inherent problem of relative rotation is substantially 
similar. Accordingly, any description that includes an 
abutment, or any description that omits use of an abutment, 
is also applicable to the other construction. 

^ In FIGS. 1-3, a dental prosthesis 10 of the prior art 
includes an implant 12 embedded in the spongiosa 14 of the 
jaw bone. After a healing period of several months, the 
implant 12 has become part of the bony structure by the 
known process of osseoinlegration. The implant 12 pro- 
trudes through the cortex 16 of the jaw bone, and the gum 
tissue 38 conceals the proximal end of the implant 12. A 
tapped hole 20 opens at the proximal end and is accessible 
between the parted gum tissue 18. The crown 22 usuaDy 
aligns with the tapped hole 20 in the implant 12. 

5Q A hexagonal boss 42 on the implant 12 protrudes above a 
surface 44 of a flange 45 of the implant 12. The base 46 of 
the crown 22 includes a hexagonal socket 48, whereby the 
crown 22 can be removably connected to the implant 12 with 
the implant boss 42 engaged in the hexagonal socket 48 of 

55 the crown 22. Thereby, rotation of the crown 22 about the 
longitudinal axis 49 of the implant 12 is prevented by the 
hexagonal cross-section. 

Threads 32 of a screw 34 engage the tapped hole 20 until 
a bevel surface 36 on the screw head 38 engages a shoulder 

60 40 on the crown 22. Tightening the screw 34 into the 
threaded hole 20 of the implant 12 draws the crown 22 into 
a rigid axial connection with the implant 12 and conse- 
quently with the bony structure 14, 16 of the jaw. 
In attaching the crown 22, the screw 34 is tightened by 

65 means of an Allen-head type tool that engages the hexagonal 
socket 50 in the screw head 38. Then the chimney 30 is filled 
with a filler material, known in the dental arts, and the 
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exposed surface of the filler material is contoured to match 
the remainder of the crown. 

The implant 12 may be screwed into the jaw bone or may 
be pressed into a prepared socket. When a titanium implant 
12 is used, as is the current practice, it is anticipated that an ^ 
osseointegration process will bind the implant 12 perma- 
nently into the jaw after a -period lasting three to six months- 
Then, the crown 22 is prepared to custom fit the integrated 
implant within the space available between adjacent teeth. 
Frequently, a gum shaping device or healing cap (not shown) 
is threaded into the tapped hole 20 and maintained in place 
while the gum heals after the initial implantation. When 
screv/ed into the bone, the implant 12 is driven by attach- 
ment of an Allen-head type tool onto the protruding boss 42. 
To reduce any hazard of damaging the surfaces of the ^5 
protrusion 42 while tapping (threading) the socket in the 
bone, an analog implant (not shown) of material stronger 
than titanium, e.g. stainless steel, may be used. After the 
soclcet is tappe4 the actual implant 12 is threaded into the 
prepared opening. Once the final setting is made, hopefully, 20 
the implant will never need removal. 

FIG. 3 is a top view of the implant 12, clearly illustrating 
a hexagonal boss or protrusion 42 having six planar surfaces 
52 that intersect at apexes 54 with' 120'' angles between 
them. However, as the apexes 54 become rounded, as 
illustrated at 54', due to forces exerted on the crown during 
chewing, biting, etc, the overall aoss section of the boss 42, 
takes on a circular shape and resistance to further rotational 
relative motion between the implant 12 and the crown 22, 
attached thereto by engagement with the boss 42, diminishes ^° 
to the point where the utility of the prosthesis is compro- 
mised. Repair or replacement becomes necessary. 

Whereas an attached crown, which is damaged, can be 
replaced with relative ease, there is no purpose to such a 
procedure unless steps are taken to prevent future relative 
rotation between the crown 22 and the implant 12. 

By a rehabilitation method in accordance with the 
invention, the proximal end of the implant 12 is modified in 
vivo by the addition of slots 56 (FIG. 4a) formed into the 
surface 44 of the implant 12 adjacent to the boss 42. 
("prime" reference numerals, e.g., 12', 22', indicate modified 
or repaired elements.) The ends 58 of the slots 56 preferably 
do not extend to the circumference 60 of the flange 45 so as 
to prevent bacterial action which might otherwise occur in 
those regions, if the slots 56 left small open pockets at the 
crown/implant interface. 

The lower or bollom surface FIG. 4^3 of the crown, which 
may incorporate an abutment, includes a recessed socket 48 
wherein the boss or protmsion 42, although deformed, 50 
extends. To complement changes in the implant, the under- 
surface of the new crown 22', in accordance with the 
invention, also includes protrusions 62 corresponding ^^'ith 
the shapes and positions of the slots 56 newly-formed in the 
implant 12' such that when the prosthesis is assembled, the 55 
radially oriented protrusions 62 on the crown 22' engage in 
the slots 56 on the implant 12' and thereby prevent rotational 
relative motion betft'een the implant 12' and the crown 22'. 

Next will be described methods, in accordance with the 
invention, for rehabilitating an implant 12 in the mouth to 60 
provide the constructions illustrated in FIGS, Aa^ h, when the 
implant can no longer maintain the proper rotational orien- 
tation with the crown 22 of the prosthesis. This occurs, for 
example, because the apexes 54 on the hexagonal boss 42 
have become rounded due to the inherent softness of the 65 
titanium metal and the tremendous forces exerted on the 
crown during chewing, biting, etc. 
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First, the proximal end of the implant 12 is exposed by 
remova] of \hc crown 22 and an abutment, if one was used 
intermediate the implant and the crown. As a result, the 
protrusion or boss 42 and the surface 44 on the implant are 

5 exposed to view (FIG. 3). 

These external elements are removed after exposing and 
backing out the screw 34 via the chimney 30. Then a 
notching jig 64 (FIGS. Sa, b) is placed onto the implant 12. 
The notching jig 64 includes a bottom interface surface 66 

iO that rests on the exposed flange surface 44 of the implant 12, 
A hexagonal socket 68 extends into the bottom surface 66 of 
the jig 64, having dimensions such that the protrusion or 
boss 42 on the implant 12 enters the socket 68 when the 
surfaces 66, 44 of the jig and implant are in contact. It should 

15 be understood that the socket 68 may be round in section so 
long as the boss 42 enters and allows seating of the jig 64 
with a relatively snug fit to provide alignment. 

The notching jig 64 has a long stem with a longitudinal 
opening 70 through which a threaded screw (not shown) is 
inserted so as to engage the central opening 20 in the implant 
12. Thus, the jig 64 is axially fixed into position on the 
implant 12 even though the boss 42 is worn. Guide holes 72 
extend from a rear shoulder 74 on the jig 64 to the interface 
surface 66. Four guide holes 72 are illustrated; in practice, 

2^ two guide holes are sufficient when two slots 56 are to be 
formed in the implant surface 44. 

With the notching jig 64 in place on the implant 12, the 
dental practitioner runs a rotating burr through the guide 
holes 72, in turn, and forms indentations 56 into the upper 

^° surface 44 on the flange 45 of the implant 12. A slop on the 
burr or shoulders (not shown) within the guide holes 72 limit 
the depth of the indentation 56 formed in the surface 44 of 
the modified implant 12'. Thus, a configuration as shown in 
FIG. 4(2, albeit with less precisely rectangularly shaped slots 
56, is produced. The burr shaft diameter, used to make the 
indentations or slots 56 on the surface 44 of the implant, may 
be less than the diameter of the guide holes 72, giving the 
practitioner latitude of motion so as to shape the slots 56 in 
the implant 12'. 

^° Alternatively, the guide holes 72 may be radially oriented 
ovals (not shown), extending inwardly toward the opening 
20 so that the burr may provide extended slots in the implant 
12 that cut into the protrusion 42. These elongated slots, the 
extensions indicated in FIG. 4a with broken lines on the boss 

^ 42, may extend nearly into the tapped hole 20. The longer 
slot provides a su-onger engagement with a driving tool and 
with the modified crown, which is provided with longer 
protrusions 62. 

5Q In another embodiment of the method for repair, a notch- 
ing jig may provide slots only into the boss 42 and not in the 
flange surface 44. 

Repair of an implant already imbedded in the jaw bone 
and osseointegrated has been described above, describing 

55 the indents formed into the implant as "slots". It should be 
understood that indentations having contours other than the 
radial slots illustrated in FIG. 4A may be provided in the 
exposed surface of the implant so long as correspondingly 
configured protrusions are provided on the mating element, 

60 for example, the crown or abutment. 

It is now necessary that the abutment and CTown which 
ultimately attach to the modified implant 12' be made to 
precisely male with the slots 56 (or other indentations) 
formed on the surface 44 of the implant. For the sake of the 

65 following description of repair procedures, it is assumed that 
no separate abutment element is \ised intermediate the 
implant and the crown in the completed prosthesis. Further, 
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generally rectangular slots are described; the procedures also 
apply to indentations of other shapes. 

How to make a crown for attachment to an osseointe- 
grated implant in the jaw is well known in the art of dental 
implants. The same basic procedures are followed in making 5 
a crown for the now-modified dental implant 12', which is 
still embedded in the jaw bone, howxver with slight changes 
in the elements that are used to accommodate the slots now 
formed in the flange surface 44 of the implant 12'. The 
finished crown must have protrusions on its lower inner 
surface that interface with the implant to complete the 
prosthesis. 

Therefore, conventional fabrication techniques using a 
direct pick up impression or an indirect impression would 
readily be implemented by those skilled in the implantation 
an without further explanation. However, a brief description 
(and flow diagram FIG. 8) is given of several techniques to 
indicate how the modifications made at the proximal end of 
the implant affect the procedures. 

In a direct pickup technique, after notches or slots 56 are 
prepared on the implant 12' with the notching jig 64, as 
described above, a direct impression of the modified top of 
the implant 12' is made by customizing a resin UQ-A-type 
abutment, using a well-known auto-polymerizing resin. 
FIGS. 6a, b illustrate a customized resin UCLA-type abut- 
ment 76 made of plastic and having teeth 78 with novel 
dove-tail spaces 80 between them such that impression 
material after hardening, will not separate from the abutment 
although the impression material does bond to the resin 
abutment. 

The customized abutment 76 is attached to the implant IT 
by a guide pin (not shown) that passes through the longi- 
tudinal opening 82 in the stem 84 of the abutment 76 and 
engages the tapped opening 20 in the implant 12'. Then the 
impression material is applied to fill the spaces between the 
abutment 76 and the implant surface 44. After the impres- 
sion material has hardened, the guide pin is unscrewed from 
the implant 12' and the abutment 76 is removed. Covering 
the end 86 of the abutment 76 that opposed the implant 12', 
protrusions 62 are present exactly corresponding to the slots 
56 newly formed on the implant 12*. 

Then, the customized abutment impression (not shown) is 
cast into a strong, rigid material e.g. metal. The resultant 
metal abutment is placed over the implant 12' in the jaw, and 45 
is secured in place with a guide pin that engages the central 
opening 20 of the implant 12' by passing through a central 
opening in the metal abutment that corresponds to the 
opening 82 that was in the customized UCLA-t>^e abutment 
76. The protmsions 62 are seated in the implant slots 56. 50 

Then a pick-up impression is made in the mouth in the 
conventional manner, that is, a window is cut in the top of 
an impression tray; the tray is filled with impression material 
and some of this material is positioned around the abutment. 
Then the filled impression tray is placed over the implant 12' 55 
and metal abutment with the guide pin protruding through 
the impression material and from the upper surface of the 
tray. After the impression material has hardened in the tray, 
the guide pin is unscrewed and the impression tray with the 
metal abuiment now embedded in the impression, is 60 
removed from the mouth. The protrusions 62 on the face of 
the metal abutment are visible in the impression. 

A modified implant analog (stainless steel) having slots 
that correspond with the slots 56 which were formed using 
the jig 64, is positioned on the abutment with the slots on the 65 
implant analog receiving therein the protrusions 62 on the 
metal abutment, which was embedded in the impression. 
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The implant analog is fixed to the abutment with a guide pin, 
and the assembly is poured in stone, that is, a rigid modeling 
material. After hardening, the guide pin is removed, and the 
impression containing the abutment is separated from the 
5 stone. 

■ The stone model now positively replicates the portion of 
the jaw including the implant 12'. The model includes the 
analog implant with slots having the exact same dimensions 
and oriematioQ as those slots 56 in the actual implant 12' in 

10 the jaw bone of the patient. 

The metal abutment is now removed from the earlier 
impression material. The metal abutment was made with 
protrusions 62 that exactly mate with the analog implant. 
From this state, a crown is fabricated by well known 

■^^ procedures. The crown incorporates the metal abutment, 
thus assuring a perfect fit for the crown in the moutb. 

Rotation of the crown relative to the modified implant 12' 
is prevented by engagement of the protrusions 62 from the 
abutment with the slots 56 in the exposed surface 44 of the 
implant 12'. 

In a conventional indirect impression technique, slots 56 
(FIG. 4a) are prepared in the implant 12 in the jaw using the 
notching jig 64. An impression coping is attached to the 

2^ implant 12' using a guide pin (not shown); the impression 
coping is conventional except that it has protrusions on its 
lower surface that correspond with the slots 56 made in the 
actual implant 12 when the notching jig 64 was used. The 
drawing of the bottom of a crown (FIG. 4b) in accordance 
with the invention also illustrates the modifications 
(protrusions) to a conventional impression coping's bottom 
interface surface. Thus, a proper engagement between the 
prefabricated coping and the implant 12' is assured. 
Then an impression tray with a window cut out of the top 

35 is placed over the implant and surrounding portion of the jaw 
so that the guide pin protrudes. The tray is filled with 
impression material in a conventional manner. After the 
impression material has set, the guide pin is unscrewed and 
the impression is removed from the mouth. An implant 

^ analog (e.g. stainless steel) is then abutted with the coping 
in the impression, with slots being provided on the implant 
analog to mate with the protrusions, which are extending 
from the surface of the impression coping. After the implant 
analog abuts the coping in the impression, the analog and 

45 coping are secured together with a guide pin, and a model is 
poured in stone. The stone model replicates, at least 
partially, the jaw of the person, however, with the proximal 
end of the implant analog exposed to view, including its slots 
in the proper orientation. Then a crown is fabricated by 

5Q conventional procedures. New materials, namely nylon, 
gold and aluminum oxide (Al^Og) may be used in fabricat- 
ing the crov^Ti on the stone model in this technique. 

In the above methods, it has been assumed that the drill 
jig 64 is used in modifying the implant 12 in the jaw. When 

55 this is done, the hardware, namely the copings and analog 
implants, are pre- manufactured, off-the-shelf items with 
protrusions and slots that wDl fit or match the slots that were 
made in the actual implant iu the jaw bone. 
However, many practitioners will prefer not to use such a 

60 jig 64 and will instead produce a variety of indentations of 
their own preference on the surface 44 of the implant 12 in 
the mouth. In such a situation, pre-manufactured implant 
analogs and pre-manufactured copings with the proper pat- 
terns of slots and protrusions, as required, will not be 

65 available off-the-shelf. 

Therefore, to practice the above procedures, it is neces- 
sary to first make a direct pick up from the implant 12' in the 
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mouth, using a cusiomized UCLA-type abutment 76 (FIGS. • 
6a J b) as described above. This impression is then cast in 
metal and the first procedure as described above is followed 
with the exception that a modified implant analog must be 
used in the stone-pouring step. This modified implant analog 5 
(F]G. 7) does not have a flange 45 or boss 42 but is primarily 
a shank that is internally threaded. Before casting in stone, 
the modified implant analog is held to the metal abutment in 
the earlier-formed impression by a guide pin that threadably 
engages the analog. Then the stone is poured. (Epoxy may 
be used alternatively in pouring this model) The stone model 
of the jaw will have the central threaded opening of the 
analog implant exposed lo view. However, the surface vv^th 
the corresponding slots of the true implant is reproduced in 
the stone material. From that state, fabrication of a crown is 
conventional, as before. -^^ 

Next, an embodiment of an implant in accordance wth 
the invention is discussed, which will reduce the hazards of 
stripped and damaged boss surfaces thai would in time 
prevent proper mating with an abutment and/or crown. The 
same reference numerals are used in the description of the 
improved implants where elements correspond to those of 
FIGS. 1-6. 

In an implant 90 of FIG. 9, a boss 92 having a cross 
section that is a rectangle, in this instance a square, as 
compared to the hexagonal boss of the prior art, is elevated 
above the surface 44 of a flange 45 on the irnplant 90. As in 
the earlier embodiments, a tapped hole 20 is at the center of 
the surface 44, and a screw 34 ultimately seals in the hole 20 
to hold a crown, with an abutment in place. Short slots 94 are 
recessed into the surface 44 at opposed sides 96 of the square 
boss 92- The slots 94 do not reach to the outer circumference 
60 of the flange 45 in order to avoid potential bacterial 
activity at those sites. 

Each of the sides 96 of the boss 92 have a greater 35 
continuous length as viewed in FIG. 9 ihan any single side 
of the hexagonal boss 42 of the prior art (FIG. 3) for a 
corresponding circumference 60. TTius, when, for example, 
a crown with a square recess on its bottom surface is fitted 
to the implant 90 with a snug fit to the boss 92, and is 
tightened in place with a screw 34, there is little likelihood 
that the attached crown ^^^l] ever rotate relative to the 
implant. The parallel opposed sides 96 and included 90° 
angle of the square boss 92 prevent rotation even if the 
corners of the square-shape should for some reason become 
rounded. 

The boss 92 is bevelled (similar to FIG, lOi?) at its upper 
edges 93. Also, the boss 92 may rise vertically from the 
general plane of the surface 44 or there may be a slight taper 
in the direction away from the flange 45, Such a construction 50 
makes for easier entry of the boss 92 into a recess, which 
may also have tapered sides, for example, in a crown. 

Additionally, the slots 94 are provided for the purpose of 
screwing the implant into the bone. The bone is frequently 
pretapped using a dummy (analog) implant that is made of 55 
tougher metal or plastic than the titanium implant itself. The 
tool which is used for threading the implant 90 into the bone 
of a patient (not shown) is constructed snch that it rotates the 
implant 90 by tool engagement with the slots 94 and not 
because of any driving engagement with the sides 96 of the 60 
boss 92. Thus, ihe surfaces of the boss 92 do not become 
damaged by the insertion tool upon the initial installation of 
the implant into the jaw bone, and the contours of the boss 
92 are preserved for accurate and effective mating with the 
abutment and/or crown. 

To further assure the fixed relative position between the 
implant and that which is externally attached to it, the 
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abutment or crown that interfaces with the implant 90 may 
be made with protrusions that engage in the slots 94 at the 
interface. 

It should also be understood that because of the increased 

5 strength of the square boss 92, the boss may be used when 
threading the implant into the jaw bone, and the slots 94 may 
be omitted. In such a use of the boss 92, the likelihood of 
serious damage to its surfaces, so as to render its attachment 
to an abutment and/or crown rotationally unacceptable, is 

10 much less than with the hexagonal boss 42 of the prior art. 
The implant 98 of FIGS. Ida, b, is similar to the implant 
90 of FIG. 9 except that the slots 94' extend through the boss 
92 near to the central opening 20, such that a blade type tool 
may be used in the slots 94' when screwing the implant 98 
into the jaw bone. 

The slot 94' may penetrate in depth into the upper surface 
100 of the boss 92, as illustrated with the solid lines in FIG. 
10a, On the other hand, the slot depth may be extended (not 
shown) substantially, even into the flange 45, that is, below 
the surf ace 44 of the flange 45. In any event, the slot ends 
102 do not extend through to the outer periphery 60 of the 
flange 45 to reduce hazards of bacterial activity. It is also 
desirable for similar reasons that the slots do not open into 
the tapped hole 20. 

For the purpose of increased strength of the boss 92, if 
needed, it is possible in manufacture to enlarge the size of 
the generally square shape and possible lose the perpendicu- 
lar intersections as indicated by the broken Hnes 104 in FIG. 
10(7. (In all constructions, there is a trade-off between the 
implant strength and the strength of the attached device.) 

In FIG. 11 another embodiment of an implant 106 in 
accordance with the invention is shown ha\^g a generally 
square elevated boss 92 with slots 94" running diagonally 
across the square and extending proximate to the central 
opening 20, This provides a longer slot length in the boss 
itself, but is otherwise similar to the implant 98, As with the 
implant 98, the slot 94" can penetrate the boss 92 to various 
depths and may extend to and penetrate into the flange 45. 

Another alternative embodiment (FIG. 12) provides an 
implant 108 with an elongated rectangular boss 109 with 
perpendicularly oriented slots 111 that extend proximate to 
the central opening 20. The slots are preferably used exclu- 
sively for threading the implant into the jaw bone and the 

45 boss 109 is preferably used exclusively for holding the 
abutment and/or crown against rotation. However, with a 
proper tool (not shown) applied to the boss, the implant may 
be threaded into the jaw bone. 

In FIG. 13, an implant 107 includes a generally triangular 

50 boss 113 that is penetrated by slots 115, 116 of extended 
length and selectable (in manufacture) depth that pass 
through an apex of the triangle. 

In FIG, 14, an implant 117 includes a pair of rectangularly 
shaped bosses 119 on opposite sides of the tapped hole 20. 

55 A pair of radial slots 121 extend from opposite sides of the 
lapped hole 20. In using such an implant 117, the crown 22' 
may have a recess (not shown) on its bottom of rectangular 
shape that receives both bosses 119 in a single cavity. The 
bottom surface of the crown may also have protrusions to 

60 enter the slots 121. Alter natively, the bottom surface of the 
crown may have two smaller rectangular recesses with each 
of the bosses 119 being received in a respective recess. 
Protrusions to engage the slots 121 may also be a part of the 
bottom surface of the crown. 

65 In installing such an implant 117 into the jaw bone, it is 
preferable that a tool that engages the slots 121 is used 
without engagement with the protrusions 119 for driving 
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purposes. However, it should be understood that the bosses 
119 car be used in driving the implant 117 into the jaw bone 
and a driving tool can be made for that method. Further, both 
the slots and the bosses may be used when driving the 
implant into the jaw bone when a properly mating tool is 5 
provided. The implant in FIG. 14 may be considered as a 
variation on the implant of HG. 12 in that the two bosses 119 
are at opposite ends of an elongated rectangular shape. 

In each embodiment, it is intended that the implant be 
threaded into the jaw bone using only the slots in the 10 
proximal implant end. Nevertheless, it is recognized that the 
boss outlines, whether square, elongated rectangular, 
triangular, etc., because of their cross sectional bulk and long 
sides with reduced intersection angles present considerably 
more resistance to deformation than the prior art hexagonal 15 
cross section of the boss 42 (FIGS. 1-3). 

Further, it should be understood that the hexagonal boss, 
or any shape of the prior art, may be retained (FIG. 4) in an 
improved implant with extended slots formed through the 
boss itself, extending toward the tapped opening 20. In such 
a modified conventional implant or new manufacture, the 
implant may be tapped into the bone at its final installation 
using the slots, without reliance on the contours of the 
hexagonal boss itself. In this way, the boss is protected from 
damage during installation of the implant. 

Whereas the figures have illustrated bosses having differ- 
ent polygonal cross sections that are defined by straight lines 
and crisp intersections of those lines, it should be understood 
that rounded and bevelled edges, are intended to fall within 
the scope of the invention. Additionally, any generally 
axially oriented side surface of a boss may include a bulge 
or concavity so long as the basic polygonal shape is retained. 
For examples, FIG. 15 illustrates an elongated rectangular 
boss that has rounded ends so as to be an oval b. The long 
sides are concave in a and bulging in c. These are variations 
of the boss, for example the rectangular boss in FIG. 12, and 
for the purposes of this disclosure, are considered to be 
elongated rectangular (polygonal), possibly including 
straight and rounded segments, and fall within the scope of 
the invention. As stated, a trade off must be made betw^een 
the strength of the boss and the strength of the crown to be 
attached thereto. The concave configuration a may be used 
where greater strength is required in the crown, and the 
bulging configuration c in FIG. 15 may be used where the 
boss requires increased strength. 

FIGS. 16, 17 and 18 illustrate further alternative embodi- 
ments in accordance with the invention of bosses provided 
wth other polygonal cross-sections. In FIG. 16 four rect- 
angular protrusions or bosses 123 project from the surface 
44 to be received in corresponding mating recesses on the 
crown or abutment. Slots (broken lines) or indentations in 
the surface 44 may optionally be positioned between the 
bosses 123. Two or four slots may be used. The plurality of 
protrusions or bosses 123, considered together, provide a 
non-round shape. 

FIG. 17 illustrates a star-shaped polygonal boss 125 
extending above the surface 44. Slots or indentations in the 
surface 44 may optionally be provided as illustrated with the 
broken lines, 60 

FIG. 18 illustrates a mulii -sided polygonal boss 127 rising 
from the surface 44 in the form of a trefoil. Again, optional 
slots are illustrated in broken lines as a trio symmetrically 
positioned in the surface 44 for use in driving the implant 
into the bone upon initial implantation. 65 

Additionally, in the discussions above, the implants are 
described as having a central lapped opening 20. However, 
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implants are known in the art wherein the central opening is 
not tapped and may bave a non-round cross-section. In such 
cases, the crown assembly has a post that extends into the 
central opening of the implant and an adhesive is used to 

5 prevent axial motion of the crown relative to the implant 
after the adhesive has set. A non-round boss as described 
above in accordance with the invention prevents the rotation 
of the crown relative to the implant. 

Further, the use of screws that pass through the jaw bone 
and the implant, and in some instances through the post on 

^ the crown that is received in a central opening of an implant, 
is known in the art, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,542,847. All 
such means for maintaining the axial relationship between 
the crown and the implant when combined with ie bosses, 
slots etc. in accordance with the invention, are intended to 
fall within the scope of the invention. 

Generically speaking, the cross-sectional shape of the 
boss in accordance with the invention is made non-round 
such that should the linear edges extending from the surface 
44 become rounded there would remain a distinct non-round 
cross section for the boss. The hexagonal shape of the prior 
art and any regular polygon cross section having five, six or 
more regular sides is vulnerable to circular rounding as 
vertical edges become worn. 

On the other hand, convex polygons as shown, for 
example, in FIGS. 9-16, present non-round cross sections 
for the bosses even when the vertical edges become worn 
and rounded. Additionally, many nonconvex polygons 
would make excellent boss cross sections and retain their 
non-round shape and utility even when the hnear axial edges 
are rounded. Further, in production such bosses can be made 
with beveled or rounded edges, and still be effective for 
implants. 

Further, a generally circular boss cross section can be 
given holding power against mming by an abutment or 
crown by use of axially oriented flutes that are formed 
internally, or externally as teeth. Basic shapes, such as a 
triangular or square cross section boss may also have 
supplemental internal or external flutes. Regular hexago- 
nally shaped bosses, by addition of internal and/or external 
flutes or other formations, maintain a non-round cross sec- 
tion when the axial edges are rounded. 

FIGS. 19a-19m show further alternative embodiments of 
implants in accordance with the invention. In each instance 

^5 the protrusion from the surface 44 provides a distinctly 
non-round cross section while providing good anti- 
rotational anchorage for an abutment or crown combination 
regardless of wear that may occur along the vertical edges, 
as seen in the top views in FIGS. 19a-m. Each hnplant has 
a central opening 200 that may be threaded or non-threaded 
depending upon the construction of the prosthesis. 

Bosses with cross sections that are convex polygons are 
illustrated in FIGS. 194 /, g, and L FIG. 19c can be 
considered as a combination of two convex polygons 

55 (triangles) in opposed positions relative to the opening 200, 
or the cross section of FIG. 19c can be considered in its 
entirety as a nonconvex polygon, 

Nonconvex polygons are illustrated in FIGS. 19a, b, e, 
and m, FIGS. 19A and 19k illustrate generally circular bosses 

60 that have been given anti-rotational holding power for an 
abutment or crown by means of internal flutes 201 and 
external flutes 202, respectively. FIGS. 19^ and 19/ show 
cross sections that are distortions of regular hexagons such 
that a non-round shape is provided even if the vertical edges 

65 at the vertices of intersecting sides were rounded. 

Each of the polygons can be altered such that sides 
become concave or convex curves and comers can be 
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rounded so long as the resultant shape retains the desired 
non-iound characteristic that resist turning and wear by an 
attached prosthesis element. For example, the boss of FIG. 
19^ takes on a teardrop shape when the vertical edges are 
rounded. For enhanced holding power, internal or external 5 
flutes may be added to any side surface of the cross sections, 

HG. 191 illustrates the use of circular bosses or protni- 
sions 204 in a symmetrical distribution around the central 
opening 200. Three, four, or more such protrusions 204 may 
also be used. The illustrated combination of protrusions in ^0 
FIG. 191 can be considered a variant of the cross section 
shown in 15i. A driving tool usable on the configuration of 
I5b might also ser\'e with the embodiment of FIG. 191. The 
combination of protrusions 204, considered together, pro- 
vides the desired non-round cross section. 

In each of the embodiments 19a-m, indentations (not 
shown) may be provided into the surface 44 for use in 
threading an implant into the jaw bone, as discussed above. 

For Ihc purposes of the descriptions above and the claims 
that follow, the definitions of diiiercnt polygons and their 
features are based upon the school text: Addison- Wesley 
Geometry, by Stanley R. Clemens, Phares G. O'Daffer, 
Thomas J. Cooney, John A. Dossey; Addison- Wesley Pub- 
lishing Co., Inc. Menlo Park, Calif. (1994). In particular, 
pages 135-140 and later pages, are a source of definitions. 

A convex polygon is defined as one in which all diagonals 
are interior. A nonconvex polygon is one where not all 
diagonals are interior. A regular polygon is equiangular and 
equilateral. A trapezoid is a quadrilateral polygon with one 
pair of parallel sides. A polygon has n sides with the sides 
meeting al vertices. 

Thus, methods for repairing damaged implants in the 
mouth, and improved implants have been presented. All of 
those devices that engage the repaired implant, are provided 
with recesses and protrusions, as required. However, a 
crown, for example, having a recess with a square cross 
section so as lo match an implant of FIG. 10a, need not have 
protrusions that match the slots 94', as these slots are 
basically intended for installing the implant in the jaw bone. ^ 
Nevertheless, as a redundancy measure and for additional 
anti-rotation resistance, protrusions on the crown's lower 
surface that correspond with the slots may also be included 
in conjunction with the squared recess. 

It is contemplated that in practicing the methods, a kit of 45 
parts will be purchased from a dental supplier. The kit for 
those practitioners using preferred methods includes a 
notching jig 64 and an appropriate burr (not shown) to fit the 
guide hoies 72. Also in the kit may be an implant analog 
having preformed slots 56 on its proximal end, and an 50 
impression coping having protrusions 62 on its lower end. A 
modified UCLA-type abutment with dove-tail teeth may 
also be in such a kit, although it could be purchased 
separately. A different kit for a practitioner who prefers not 
10 use the notching jig may instead include a UCLA-type 55 
abutment and a modified implant analog that has no fiange 
45. 

It should also be understood that a reversal of features is 
intended to fall within the inventions scope. Thus any boss 
cross-section which has been described as protruding from 60 
the fiange surface 44 may also be formed (and viewed in the 
Figures) as a recess in the surface 44. In such a construction 
the mating crown or abutment is fabricated with a corre- 
spondingly shaped protrusion (or protrusions) that scat(s) in 
the recess (or recesses). $s 

It will thus be seen that the objects set forth above, among 
those made apparent from the preceding description, made 
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m carrying out the above meihods and in the articles set forth 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention, 
it is intended that aii matter contained in the above descrip- 
tion and shown in the accompanying drawings shall be 
interpreted as illustrative and not in a hmiting sense. 
. What is claimed is: 
1\J (Amended) A dental implant for insertion in the Jaw 
bone of a patient, comprising: 
an elongated body having a longitudinal axis and a 
proximal surface generally transverse to said longitudinal 
axis, 

a boss extending from said proximal surface, said boss 
having a transverse face, generally axial extended side 
surfaces, and a non-round cross section as viewed along 
said axis, 

at least one indentation penetrating at least one of said 
proximal surface and said transverse face of said implantj. 
said at (east one indentation being adapted to engage an 
insertion device or at least one protrusion of a dental 
prosthesis or an abutment so as to fix the position of the 
prosthesis or abutment relative to said implant . 

2. A dental implant as in claim 1, wherein said non-round 
cross section is polygonal. 

3. An implant as in claim I wherein said non-round cross 
section is de6iied by said side surfaces and selected from the 
group consisting of a convex polygon, nonconvex polygon, 
a closed periphery of curved surfaces, and a closed periphery 
being a combination of curved segments and linear seg- 
ments. 

4. A dental implant as in claim 1, wherein said non-round 
cross section is selected from the group consisting of gen- 
erally square, hexagonal, pentagonal, elongated rectangular, 
oval, triangular, star-shaped, trefoil shaped, trapezoid- 
shaped, rounded with fluting, polygonal with fluting, non- 
convex polygonal, and nonregular polygonal. 

5. An implant as in claim 1, wherein said side surfaces 
have flutes, said fiutes being selected from the group con- 
sisting of internal Suies and external flutes. 

6. A dental implant as in claim 1, wherein said boss 
includes a plurality of protrusions from said proximal 
surface, said protrusions from said proximal surface con- 
sidered logeiher providing said non-round cross section. 

J 7. A dental implant for inseriion in the jaw bone of a 
patient, comprising: 
an elongated body having a longitudinal axis and a 
proximal surface generally transverse to said longitu- 
dinal axis, a boss extending from said proximal surface, 
said boss having a transverse face, axial extended side 
surfaces, and a non -round cross section as viewed 
along said axis, 
said non-round cross section being defined by said side 
surfaces and selected from the group consisting of a 
convex polygon, nonconvex polygon, a closed periph- 
ery of curved surfaces, and a close periphery that is a 
combination of curved segments and linear segments, 
wherein said boss includes a plurality of protrusions from 
said proximal surface, said protrusions from said proxi- 
mal surface considered together providing said non- 
round cross section. 
8, A dental implant as in claim 7 wherein said non- round 
cross section is selected from the group consisting of gen- 
erally square, hexagonal, pentagonal, elongated rectangular, 
oval, triangular, star-shaped, trefoil shaped, trapezoid- 
shaped, rounded with fluting, polygonal with fluting, non- 
convex polygonal, and nonregular polygonal. 
/ 9. A dental implant for inseriion in the jaw bone of a 
patient, comprising: 

an elongated body having a longimdinal axis and a 
proximal surface generally transverse to said longitu- 
dinal axis, a boss extending from said proximal surface, 
said boss having a transverse face, axially extending 
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side surfaces, and a non-round cross section as viewed 
along said axis, 
said non-round cross section being defined by said side 
surfaces and selected from the group consisting of 
generally trefoil, qua trefoil, trapezoid, convex polygon 5 
with Doncongruent sides, nonconvex irregular polygon, 
nonregular polygon, tear-shaped convex, and nonrect- 
angular parallelograra cross sections. 

10. An implant as in claim 9, wherein said side surfaces 
have flutes, said flutes being selected frora the group con- 
sisting of internal flutes and exlemai fiules. 

11. An implant as in claim 9, wherein said boss cross- 
section is asymmetric relative to said longitudinal axis. 

/ 12. An innpiant assembly compristng: 

0) a dental implant for insertion in the jaw bone of 
a patient, comprising: 

an elongated body having a longitudinal axis and 
a proximal surface generally transverse to said longitudinal 
axis, 

a boss extending from said proximal surface, said 
boss having a transverse face, generally axial extended side 
surfaces, and a non-round cross section as viewed along 
said axis, 

at least one indentation penetrating at least one of 
said proximal surface and said transverse face of said 
implant. 

(ii) a dental prosthesis or abutment or impression 
coping for attachment to said implant, comprising, at a 
surface that engages said implant, at least one protrusion 
which engages with said at least one indentation so as to fix 
the position of the dental prosthesis or abutment or 
impression coping relative to said implant. 

13. A dental implant for insertion in the jaw bone of a 
patient, comprising: 

an elongated body having a longitudinal axis and a 
proxima\ surface generally transverse to said longitudinal 
axis. 

a boss extending from said proximal surface, said boss 
having a transverse face and generally axial extended side 
surfaces, and a square cross section as viewed along said 
axis. 



14. An implant as in claim 13. further comprising at 

least one indentation penetrating at least one of said proximal 
surface and said transverse face of said implant, said 
indentation being adapted to engage a dental prosthesis or 
abutment so as to fix the position of the prosthesis or 
abutment relative to said implant. 

/l5. A dental implant for insertion in the jaw bone of a 
patient, comprising: 

an elongated body having a longitudinal axis and a 
proximal surface generally transverse to said longitudinal 
axis, 

a boss extending from said proximal surface, said boss 
having a transverse face and generally axial extended side 
surfaces, 

at least one Indentation penetrating at least one of said 
proximal surface and said transverse face of said implant, 
said at least one indentation being adapted to engage an 
insertion device or at least one protrusion of a dental 
prosthesis or abutment so as to fix the position of the 
abutment or crown relative to said implant. 
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The written consent of ail assignees owning an undivided interest in the original patent is included in 
this application for reissue. 





Date 


Typed or printed name 




Paula S. Fried 





The assignee owning an undivided interest in said original patent is 

and the assignee consents to the accompanying application for reissue. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent issued thereon, or any patent to which this 
declaration is directed. 



Name of assignee 
PAULA S. FRIED 



mature of person signing for assignee 



Date 



/ped or printed name and title of person signing for assignee 
PAULA FRIED 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.1 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the anriount of tinne you are req^uired to complete th's form s^iou^^ 

Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office. Washington, DC 20231, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FOKMb 
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 




PTO/SB/51 (12-97) 
Approved for use through 9/30/00. OMB 0651-0033 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Papefwork Reduction Act of 1 995. no persor^s are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB controi numt»r. 



REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE INVENTOR 



Docket Number (Optional) 

099488-2 (8000-79) 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first 

and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is described and claimed 

in patent number 5^810,590 , granted 09/22/98 , and for which a 

reissue patent is sought on the invention entitled DENTAL IMPLANTS AND METHODS FOR 

EXTENDING SERVICE LIFE 

the specification of which 

is attached hereto. 

was filed on 09/22/00 as reissue application number __09 / 667,827 

and was amended on U^/^2/UU . 

(If applicable) 

I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the claims, 
as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR156. 

I verily believe the original patent to be wholly or partly inoperative or invalid, for the reasons described 
beiow. (Check all boxes that apply.) 

□ by reason of a defective specification or drawing. 

Q by reason of the patentee claiming more or less than he had the right to claim in the patent. 
[]] by reason of other errors. 

At least one error upon which reissue is based is described as follows: 
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Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.5 hours to complete. Time will vary depending UPP" the needs o^^ 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should^^^ VA'f uic°i nnoScQ^^ 1^ rn- 

Patent anb Trademark Office^ Washington, DC 20231 . flo NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS, SEND TO. 
Assistant Commissroner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



PTO/SB/51 (12-97) 
Approved for use through 9/30/00. 0M8 0651-0033 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control numt)er. 



(REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE INVENTOR, page 2) 



Docket Number (Optional) 



All errors corrected in this reissue application arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicant As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following attomey(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute 
this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 



Name(s) 



Registration Number 



THOMAS W. COLE 



28>290 



Correspondence Address; Direct all communications about the application to: 



n Customer Number 
OR 



Type Customer Number here 



Place Customer Number Bar 
Code Label here 



□ Firm or 
Individual Name 



THOMAS W. COLE , NIXON PEABODY LLP 



Address 



8180 GREENSBORO DRIVE, SUITE 800 



Address 



City 



MCLEAN 



State 



VA 



ZIP 



22102 



Country 



U.S.A. 



Telephone 



703 790 QUO 



Fax 



703 883 0370 



I hereby declare that ail statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made 
on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine and imprisonment, 
or both, under 18 U.S.C, 1001, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application, any patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is directed. 



Full name of sole or first inventor (given name, family name) 
PAULA S. FRIED 



Invi 



ioRatuj 



Jordan Drive, Ba.yside, NY 1136C ' 



Date 



Post Office Address 



Citizenship 
U.S. 



Full name of second joint inventor (given name, iBm'i\y name) 
LEONARD COOPER 



Inventor's signature 



Residence 

999 Grant Ave. 



Pel ham Manor, NY 10803 



Date 



Citizenship 



Post Office Address 



Full name of third joint inventor (given name, family name) 



Inventor's signature 



Date 



Residence 



Citizenship 



Post Office Address 



I I Additional joint inventors are named on separately numbered sheets attached hereto. 



[Page 2 of 2] 



'DecT28-2Q0Q 11:S3an ProrNIXWBODY 
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P. 003 F-515 



^ 1,^^ . _ P wnlaoeTmfler^tfm<^;ag,OEPAt^ME^^'OF 



REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE INVENTOR 



DocKst NumDar (Op^angf) 
099*88-2 (8000-79) 



As 3 b9low named mventGr, l nemby dedare that: 

My r^(denc8, post office address and citizenship are stated Wow next to my nama. 

I believe \ am fte ortgfnal, first and sde inventor (tf only one name is listed below) or an originaii Xm 

and joint inventor (if pigral ram^ are fisted bslow) of the 5ul3i|ect matter iirtiktfi Is described and daUKd 

in patawmjmoer ^1^,810^590 , granted 09/22/98 and for which a 

reissue patent is souant on the invention entitled DENTAL . IMPLANTS AND METHODS FOR 

EXTENDIK6 SERVICE LIFE ^ 

the specifcadon of which 
D Is anse^ied hereto. 



[3 was filed on 09/22/00 
and was amended on 



, as reissue appllcetlon number _09 / 6673827 



(]fa|^cabt«} 

I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above Identified spedfica&n, Endu<ft\g she claims, 
as amended tiy any am^ment refened to above. 

I acknowJed^e the duty to diactose infbfmdtton which is mati^af to patentabliliy as oenned In 
37CFR1-S6. 

I verity t^eiieve tie OTQfnal patent to be Wholly or partly inopeRafi>^ or invaltdp for tne reasons descritTed 
bdow. (Check m boxes that apf^.] 

Q byreasonofa defective specilicaiion or drawing, 

Q by reason of the patentee cfaimir^ more or less than he had the r^i to daim in the patent. 
Q by reason of other errors. 

At Eeest orte error upm which reissue \% based is described as fiollows: 



(Paee1af2] 



D8C-28-2000 11; 53am 



Frora-NI» 



ODY 



T-639 P. 004 



F-515 



unqerwPaptr»^RBtiicSOftAddfiWS,nftpflrao»tt»i^^ 



(RBSSUS APPUCAHON DECUVRATIDNBYTHEINVE^^^CHipa9•^) 



Alt errors coireddd m this reissue a|^>licaton arose without any deceptive IncertOon on the pan of ttie 
applicant A$ a named inventor, i her^y appoint the fotlowins attomeyCs) amtfor 9gent(s} to prosecute 
this ap^leation anci transact ail business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewRh. 



rteme(s) 



R8(^6»aliQfi Number 



THOMAS COLE 



28>290 



CwrespofKiance Address: Direct at ctsmmurdcaiiorts about the appUcaiion to: 
OCu^marNurmer 



OR 



Type Customer Number nef^ 



Aeee Cus^?mer Number B^f 
CodeLabBlhWB 



□ Fmor 
individual Mamft 



THOMAS ti. CQIE , NIXON PEABODY LLP 



AcurBss 



8180 GREENSBORO DRIVE. SUITE 800 



Aodress 



City 



MELEAN 



VA 



ZIP 



2Z102 



Couniry 



U.S>A. 



70? 790 9110 



Fax 



703 883 0370 



I hereby osdare that aJIsiatamems made hdfeln of my own KHo^^ msdo 
oRinformatoi and beKef am tietieved to be eru8;dru3 lumber tf^ these statom 
knowle^^thalMoflFalf^ st3tamem$ and the fike so made are puni^table by line and imprisonment 
or both, uhder 18 UJ$,C. looi, and that such wifly false statements may ieoparoize ihe v^iv of the 
appfication, any patem issuErvg themen, or any paiM^ 



Fuli nameof sote or first inventor {given name» Jamfly name) 
PAULA S, FRIED 




Jordan Dnva. Bavside. NY 11361 



Pose Office Address 



Full n^ns of seooncs ioim invemor (given name, fam^y name) 
LEONARD COOPER 




Residence 

999 Grant Aye,, pellnani Manor, NY 108Q3 



POGK Office Address 



F Jlf name ef thtro jotns * nvanicr (given name, IsmSy name) 



Inventor's Sfgnstive 
Remeenfie 



CSfiaenshtp 



Po$tOffioeAodfe$s 



Q Additional joint imf^itors are namao on separately num 



